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faltering courage. When the curtain at last fell on the fifth act of the First Part, the two who first inspired and mounted it, had gone. The true climax came later.
The fortunes of the Government of 1886 are now an old story, and I have already tried elsewhere to tell it. Before it had been many weeks in existence, two of its members resigned. Chamberlain always said that he entered the Cabinet room on the fatal day with the firm hope that he might be able to remain. Bright had first shown me this room at my request as an inquisitive outsider some years before. More crimes and blunders, said he, had been committed within its four walls than in any other place in the island. At any rate, that day's proceedings must be added to the ill-omened list.              :
Acton, a particularly well-informed critic, wrote to a friend, after the withdrawal of Chamberlain and Trevelyan: "I did not think very well of the new Government, and I like it less now. . . . Few have that sort of information, to which no problem seems new. . . . Bryce is not enough to the front in this instance. So that Morley's importance is excessive." Why was this? Only because the person last-named was thorough, had a firmer record on the policy; had a watchful eye on men tempted to be back-. sliders; was good friends with the Irishmen, and stood for them in the Cabinet. The secret was quite simple. In moments like this it is the men who know their own mind that are important even to excess. Let me add a most necessary word. Of course all this of my part was as dust in the balance compared withd, Brett there. Felt at the day's end as if I had beensy to catch at an inconsistency in propositions; but at the coreey will keep until we meet.
